
QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY 

 

1. Tell your story. Describe a time in your life when you were  

     suffering, but God turned your suffering into something good. 

     How did that temporary suffering compare to God’s blessing? 

 

 

 

 
 

2. What advice would you give to another believer who is questioning  

    God’s love because they are going through a time of suffering? 

 

 

 

 
 

3. Read the following passages and note the Bible says about 

    suffering: 
          

a) Psalm 34:19  

b) Romans 5:3-5 

c) II Corinthians 1:3-5 

d) II Corinthians 4:17 

e) I Peter 2:19  

f) I Peter 5:10 

g) Revelation 21:4 
 

4. What is a good model of prayer for the believer? 

 

 

 

 
 

5. What practical application are you going to make from this week’s  

     message? (Share your decision with another person.) 

 I am going to pray for and encourage a believer who is 

suffering. 

 I am going to stop telling God how to answer my prayers and 

trust Him to do what is best for me. 

 I am going to memorize Psalm 34:19. 
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Understanding God’s Sanctification 
Part 7: Sanctification and the Spirit: 

Expectant Living 
 

I. Introduction 
 

     A. The Squirrel Problem 

 

 

 

 

     B. Pain and Suffering 
 

 (See Job 2:7; Job 2:13; Lamentations 2:11; John 11:35;  

  I Kings 18:39; II Kings 19:4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. The Future Expectation of Believers 
 

     A. Hope for the Future 
 

 (See Romans 8:18; Romans 8:17; II Corinthians 4:17-18) 

 

 

 

 

     B. The Groaning of Creation 
 

 (See Romans 8:19; Romans 8:14; Matthew 5:9; Galatians 3:26;  

 I John 3:1-2; Romans 8:20-21; Genesis 1:31; Genesis 3:17-18; 

 Ecclesiastes 1:2; Revelation 22:3; Romans 8:22)   

 



     C. The Groaning of Believers 
 

 (See Romans 8:23; Ephesians 1:14; Numbers 13:23-27; 

  Psalm 34:8; Ecclesiastes 3:11; Philippians 3:20-21;  

  Romans 8:24-25; Titus 2:13) 

 

 

 

 

 

     D. The Groaning of the Holy Spirit 
 

 (See Romans 8:26-27; Psalm 139:1-4; I John 3:20;  

  Matthew 26:39; Mark 14:36; Luke 22:42; James 4:2) 

 

  

 

 

 

     E. The Promise for Today 
 

 (See Romans 8:28; Ephesians 1:4; Lamentations 3:33;  

   Romans 8:29-30) 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Conclusion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian, or if you would 

like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the 

service and he or one of our church leaders will be glad to speak with you. 

Passage of Study 

Romans 8:18-30 

 
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious 

longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of  God. 
20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of 

Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set  free 

from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children 

of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and  suffers the pains 

of childbirth together until now.  
23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the 

Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly 

for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24 For in hope we 

have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what 

he already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with 

perseverance we wait eagerly for it.  
26 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know 

how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with 

groanings too deep for words; 27 and He who searches the hearts knows 

what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints 

according to the will of God.  
28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to 

those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 
29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed 

to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many 

brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these 

whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He 

also glorified.  
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