QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

1. Tell your story. Describe a person you consider to be a “fruitful”
believer. What is it about them that makes them fruitful?

2. What are some things that can make a believer unfruitful?

3. Read the following verses and note what the Bible says about
being fruitful:

a) Jeremiah 17:7-8
b) Matthew 7:17-18
c¢) John 15:4-5

d) John 15:16

e) Galatians 5:22-23
f) Colossians 1:10
g) Hebrews 12:11

4. In what ways has the promise of Jesus (vv. 21-22) been distorted
by some Bible teachers?

5. What one practical application are you going to make from this
week’s message? (Share your choice with someone.)
(1 T am going to review the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-
23) and pray over those areas that are lacking in my life.
'] Tam going to seek out new opportunities to fellowship with
other believers. (Bible study, accountability group, etc.)
[] Tam going to memorize Galatians 5:22-23.
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Lessons from a Fig Tree

I. Introduction

A. “Bring Your Parents Here”

B. The Final Week of Jesus’ Ministry

(See Matthew 26:45; Mark 14:41; Luke 22:53;
Matthew 21:17)

C. Jesus Curses the Fig Tree

(See Matthew 21:18-19; John 4:7; Matthew 8:24;
Luke 10:38-42; I Samuel 25:18; Song of Songs 2:13;
Jeremiah 24:2-3; Jeremiah 29:17; Mark 11:13;
Isaiah 28:4; Jeremiah 24:2-3; Hosea 9:10; Judges 9:11,
Mark 11:13)

Three crops of figs:

1) The First Crop — “winter figs”
2) The Second Crop — “first ripe figs”
3) The Third Crop — “summer figs”

II. Lessons from a Fig Tree



A. A Prophetic Illustration

(See Matthew 21:18-19; Mark 11:11-14; Luke 10:38-42;
Hosea 9:10; Jeremiah 24:3-8; Matthew 24:32-33;
Luke 21:29-31; John 5:39-40; Matthew 23:37-37;
Luke 13:34-35)

B. A Personal Exhortation

(See Matthew 21:18-19; Hebrews 10:25; Acts 2:42;
Acts 2:44; I John 1:3; I Corinthians 12:12)

C. A Practical Application

(See Matthew 21:18-19; Mark 11:11-14; Genesis 3:7;
Luke 13:6-9)

D. A Powerful Promise

(See Matthew 21:21-22; Mark 11:20-24; I John 5:14-15;
John 15:7-14; Romans 10:17)

II1. Conclusion

If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian or if you
would like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the
pastor after the service.

All quotations are taken from the New American Standard Bible unless
otherwise noted. NASB. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers 1985.
A free PDF of this note sheet is available at www.cssbchurch.org/sermons-2.

Passage of Study
Matthew 21:18-22

18Now in the morning, when He was returning to the city, He
became hungry. 1° Seeing a lone fig tree by the road, He came to it
and found nothing on it except leaves only; and He said to it, “No
longer shall there ever be any fruit from you.” And at once the fig
tree withered.

20 Seeing this, the disciples were amazed and asked, “How did the
fig tree wither all at once?” 2! And Jesus answered and said to
them, “Truly I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you
will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you say
to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ it will happen.
22 And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”

Parallel Passage of Study
Mark 11:11-14, 20-24

11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and came into the temple; and after
looking around at everything, He left for Bethany with the twelve,
since it was already late.

12On the next day, when they had left Bethany, He became hungry.
13 Seeing at a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went fo see if perhaps
He would find anything on it; and when He came to it, He found
nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 He said to
it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again!” And His disciples
were listening.

20 As they were passing by in the morning, they saw the fig tree
withered from the roots up. 2! Being reminded, Peter *said to Him,
“Rabbi, look, the fig tree which You cursed has withered.” 22 And
Jesus *answered saying to them, “Have faith in God. 23 Truly I say
to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into
the sea,” and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he
says is going to happen, it will be granted him. 2* Therefore I say
to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have
received them, and they will be granted you. 23 Whenever you
stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that
your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your
transgressions. 2 [But if you do not forgive, neither will your
Father who is in heaven forgive your transgressions.”]
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