
QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY 
 

1. Tell your story. Describe a time when God did something  

     “unexpected” in your life. How did that experience reveal God’s  

     wisdom as being greater than the world’s wisdom? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How would you explain the difference between divine wisdom and  

     worldly wisdom to an unbeliever? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Read the following passages and note the Bible says about   
 

a) Psalm 111:10 

b) Proverbs 2:6 

c) Proverbs 11:2 

d) Proverbs 13:10e 

e) Proverbs 19:8 

f) Colossians 4:5-6 

g) James 3:17 
 

4. What are the pitfalls of taking the compliments or the criticisms of  

    others too seriously? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What practical application are you going to make from this week’s  

     message? (Share your decision with another person.) 

 I am going to evaluate what I do by the Scriptures and not by 

the opinions of others. 

 I am going to get involved in ministry so I can serve others. 

 I am going to memorize Psalm 111:10. 
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The Wisdom of the World 
is Foolishness to God 

 

I. Introduction 
 

     A. The Neighbor’s Houses 

 

 

 

     B. Paul’s Summary on Wisdom 
 

(See I Corinthians 1:18-31; Genesis 3:13-16; Genesis 6:3;  

  II Peter 2:5; Genesis 7:6-23; Joshua 6:1-25) 

 

 

 

II. Two Kinds of Wisdom 
 

     A. Divine Wisdom 
 

 (See James 3:13; James 3:17) 

 

 

 

     B. Human Wisdom 
 

 (See James 3:14-16) 

 

 

 
 

III. The Wisdom of the World is Foolishness to God 
 

     A. Humility Through Learning 
 

 (See I Corinthians 3:18; Daniel 4:28-30; I Corinthians 3:19-20;  

  Job 5:12; Psalm 94:11; Proverbs 11:2; Proverbs 13:10) 

 



     B. Don’t Exalt People  
 

 (See I Corinthians 3:21-23; Galatians 2:20; Colossians 3:4;  

   I Corinthians 15:55-57; II Peter 1:3; Romans 8:32;  

    James 1:17; Hebrews 9:11-14)  

 

 

  

     C. Prove Yourself Faithful 
 

 (See I Corinthians 4:1-2; Jeremiah 48:10; Hebrews 6:11-12;  

   I Corinthians 14:40; Colossians 3:23-24) 

 

 

 

     D. Don’t Take Criticism by Others Too Seriously 
 

 (See I Corinthians 4:3-4; Proverbs 16:18; Romans 8:1) 

 

 

 

     E. Let the Lord Examine You 
 

 (See I Corinthians 4:5; I Samuel 16:7; II Corinthians 10:7) 

 

 

 

III. Conclusion 

 

 

IV. Communion 
 

Communion at Cornerstone Church is open for all who profess Jesus Christ as their 

Lord and Savior. You do not have to be a member of Cornerstone or a member of a 

Southern Baptist Church to observe Communion with us. If you are a believer in Jesus 

Christ, you are welcome to take Communion. If you are not a believer in Jesus Christ, 

Scripture commands that you refrain taking Communion. (I Corinthians 11:26-31) 

 

 
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian, or if you would 

like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the 

service and he or one of our church leaders will be glad to speak with you. 

Passage of Study 

I Corinthians 3:18-4:5 

 
3:18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is 

wise in this age, he must become foolish, so that he may become 

wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. For it 

is written, “He is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness”; 20 and 

again, “The Lord knows the reasonings of the wise, that they are 

useless.”  
21 So then let no one boast in men. For all things belong to you, 
22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or 

things present or things to come; all things belong to you, 23 and you 

belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God. 
4:1 Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards 

of the mysteries of God. 2 In this case, moreover, it is required of 

stewards that one be found trustworthy.  
3 But to me it is a very small thing that I may be examined by you, or 

by any human court; in fact, I do not even examine myself. 4 For I am 

conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but 

the one who examines me is the Lord.  
5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time but wait until 

the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the 

darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each 

man’s praise will come to him from God. 
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