QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

1. Tell your story. Do you know a believer who has the “gift” of
singleness and uses it to serve faithfully serve God?

2. From a spiritual perspective, what are the benefits of remaining
single? What are the spiritual benefits of being married?

3. Read the following passages and note the Bible says about
relationships:

a) Genesis 2:18

b) Genesis 2:24

c¢) Proverbs 19:14

d) Ecclesiastes 4:12

e) I Corinthians 7:32-34a
f) II Corinthians 6:14

g) Ephesians 5:33

4. What is the exception to the rule. What reason does Paul give for
married believers to abstain from intimacy?

5. What practical application are you going to make from this week’s
message? (Share your decision with another person.)
[] Tam going to pray for my spouse (for singles, a close friend)
every day this week.
'] Tam going to determine to consider the needs of others first.
'] Tam going to memorize Ecclesiastes 4:9
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The Marriage Decision
I. Introduction

A. The Pastor and His Wife

B. The Apostle Paul and Marriage

(See Acts 22:3; Acts 26:5; Galatians 1:14; Acts 26:10;
I Corinthians 7:7)

C. Paul’s Purpose for Writing

(See I Corinthians 7:1; I Corinthians 8:1; I Corinthians 12:1;
I Corinthians 16:1)

II. The Marriage Decision
A. God Validates Singleness

(See I Corinthians 7:1; I Corinthians 6:15-18; Genesis 20:6;
Proverbs 6:29; Ruth 2:9; I Corinthians 7:26;
I Corinthians 7:32-35)



B. God Commends Marriage
(See I Corinthians 7:2; Ephesians 5:22-23; I Corinthians 7:7)

C. God Clarifies Responsibility
(See I Corinthians 7:3-4; I Peter 3:7; Philippians 2:3-4)

D. God Warns About Temptation

(See I Corinthians 7:5; I Corinthians 6:7-8; James 5:4;
Exodus 19:9-15; Zechariah 12:10-12)

E. Paul Expresses His Wish
(See I Corinthians 7:6-7)

II1. Conclusion

If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian, or if you would
like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the
service and he or one of our church leaders will be glad to speak with you.

Passage of Study
I Corinthians 7:1-7

! Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it is good for a man
not to touch a woman.

2 But because of immoralities, each man is to have his own wife, and
each woman is to have her own husband.

3 The husband must fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife
to her husband. 4 The wife does not have authority over her own body,
but the husband does; and likewise, also the husband does not have
authority over his own body, but the wife does.

S Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time, so that
you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again so
that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. ¢ But
this I say by way of concession, not of command.

7Yet I wish that all men were even as I myself am. However, each man
has his own gift from God, one in this manner, and another in that.

All quotations taken from the New American Standard unless otherwise noted. NASB.
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