QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

. Tell your story. Who is a couple you know that have been married
for many years? What do they believe is the reason for the longevity
of their marriage?

. Why do you think the failure rate of marriages is so high today?

. Read the following passages and note the Bible says about marriage:

a) Genesis 2:24

b) Proverbs 18:22

c) Proverbs 19:14

d) Proverbs 21:9

e) II Corinthians 6:14
f) Ephesians 5:33

g) Hebrews 13:4

. What should a believer do if their unbelieving spouse wants to leave
the marriage?

. What practical application are you going to make from this week’s

message? (Share your decision with another person.)

(] Tam going to pray for reconciliation of a couple whose
marriage is struggling.

'] Tam going to encourage and comfort a friend who has gone
through a divorce.

'] T am going to memorize Proverbs 18:22.
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1. Introduction

A. The Elderly Couple

B. Paul Answers Questions

(See I Corinthians 7:1)

II. Divine Guidelines for Relationships
A. Guidelines for the Unmarried and Widows

(See I Corinthians 7:8-9; I Corinthians 7:7;
I Corinthians 7:32-35; I Corinthians 7:26; I Corinthians 7:7,9;
I Timothy 5:14; Matthew 19:9; I Corinthians 7:39;
IT Corinthians 6:14)

B. Guidelines for the Married

(See I Corinthians 7:10-11; I Corinthians 7:12;
I Corinthians 7:40; II Timothy 3:16-17; Genesis 2:24;
Matthew 19:5; Mark 10:7-8; Deuteronomy 24:1-4)



C. Guidelines for Marriage to Unbelievers

(See I Corinthians 7:12-14; II Corinthians 6:14; Genesis 30:27;
Genesis 39:5; Joshua 6:25; I Peter 3:1-2)

D. Guidelines for Abandonment

(See I Corinthians 7:15-16;

II1. Conclusion
A. Paul’s Concluding Thought
(See I Corinthians 7:16)

B. Dealing with Divorce

If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian, or if you would
like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the
service and he or one of our church leaders will be glad to speak with you.

Passage of Study
I Corinthians 7:8-16

8 But I say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if
they remain even as I. ° But if they do not have self-control, let them
marry; for it is better to marry than to burn with passion.

10 But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife
should not leave her husband ! (but if she does leave, she must remain
unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband
should not divorce his wife.

12 But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who
is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he must not divorce
her. ¥ And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents
to live with her, she must notsend her husband away. ¥ For the
unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving
wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for otherwise your
children are unclean, but now they are holy.

I5Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the
sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to
peace. ' For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your
husband? Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your
wife?

All quotations taken from the New American Standard unless otherwise noted. NASB.
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers 1995. A free PDF of this note sheet is
available: www.cssbchurch.org/sermons-2. © 2026.
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