
QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY 
 

1. Tell your story. Describe a time when you made a personal sacrifice  

    (of your time, or money, or something else) for the purpose of being  

    able to share your faith more effectively with another person. What  

    was the result of your sacrifice? 

 

 

 

 
 

2. What are some areas where a believer may have personal freedom  

     in Christ, yet restrain that freedom for the sake of others? 

 

 

 

 
 

3. Read the following passages and note the Bible says about caring  

    about the needs of others: 
 

a) Proverbs 21:13 

b) John 13:34-35 

c) Galatians 6:9-10 

d) Ephesians 4:32 

e) Philippians 2:4 

f) I Thessalonians 5:11 

g) I John 3:17-18 
 

4. What did Paul consider his “reward” in ministry? 

 

 

 

 
 

5. What practical application are you going to make from this week’s  

     message? (Share your decision with another person.) 

 I am going to anonymously show kindness to another believer 

this week. 

 I am going to give a financial gift to a ministry that has helped 

me in the walk with the Lord. 

 I am going to memorize Philippians 2:4. 
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Doing All Things for the Sake of the Gospel 
I. Introduction 
 

     A. Sharing is Caring 

  

 

 

 

 

     B. The Background of This Passage 
 

 (See I Corinthians 8:1-13; Galatians 5:1) 

 

  

 

 

 

II. Doing All Things for the Sake of the Gospel 
 

     A. Paul’s Position 
 

 (See I Corinthians 9:1-2; II Corinthians 10:10; Acts 1:22;  

  Acts 9:1-9; Acts 22:4-11; Acts 26:13-18; Galatians 1:1;  

  Acts 1:24-25; I Corinthians 15:3-8; Acts 2:43; Acts 5:12;  

  II Corinthians 12:12)  

 

 

 

 

 

     B. Paul’s Rights  
 

 (See I Corinthians 9:3-6; Galatians 6:6; Matthew 10:11-15;  

              Matthew 8:14-15; Mark 1:30; Luke 4:38) 

 

 

 



     C. Paul’s Rationale 
 

 (See I Corinthians 9:7-13; II Timothy 2:3-4; Job 38:41;  

  Psalm 147:9; Matthew 6:26; Deuteronomy 25:4;  

  Proverbs 12:10; I Timothy 5:17-18) 

 

 

 

 

 

     D. Paul’s Ministry  
 

 (See I Corinthians 9:14-17; Luke 10:7; Philippians 4:14-19) 

 

 

 

 

 

     E. Paul’s Motivation  
 

 (See I Corinthians 9:18-23; II Corinthians 4:5; Acts 16:1-3; 

   Acts 18:18) 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Conclusion 

 

 

 

 

 
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian, or if you would 

like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the 

service and he or one of our church leaders will be glad to speak with you. 

 

 
All quotations taken from the New American Standard unless otherwise noted. NASB. 

Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers 1995. A free PDF of this note sheet is 

available: www.cssbchurch.org/sermons-2. © 2026. 

Passage of Study 

I Corinthians 9:1-23 
 

1 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you 

not my work in the Lord? 2 If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you; 

for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 
3 My defense to those who examine me is this: 4 Do we not have a right to eat 

and drink? 5 Do we not have a right to take along a believing wife, even as the 

rest of the apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? 6 Or do 

only Barnabas and I not have a right to refrain from working?  
7 Who at any time serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a 

vineyard and does not eat the fruit of it? Or who tends a flock and does not use 

the milk of the flock? 8 I am not speaking these things according to human 

judgment, am I? Or does not the Law also say these things? 9 For it is written 

in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing.” God 

is not concerned about oxen, is He? 10 Or is He speaking altogether for our 

sake? Yes, for our sake it was written, because the plowman ought to plow in 

hope, and the thresher to thresh in hope of sharing the crops. 11 If we sowed 

spiritual things in you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? 12 If 

others share the right over you, do we not more? Nevertheless, we did not use 

this right, but we endure all things so that we will cause no hindrance to 

the gospel of Christ. 13 Do you not know that those who perform sacred 

services eat the food of the temple, and those who attend regularly to the altar 

have their share from the altar?  
14 So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living 

from the gospel. 15 But I have used none of these things. And I am not writing 

these things so that it will be done so in my case; for it would be better for me 

to die than have any man make my boast an empty one. 16 For if I preach the 

gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if 

I do not preach the gospel. 17 For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; but 

if against my will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me.  
18 What then is my reward? That, when I preach the gospel, I may offer the 

gospel without charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel. 
19 For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that 

I may win more. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; 

to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself 

under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law; 21 to those 

who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God 

but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without 

law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have 

become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some. 23 I do all 

things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it. 
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